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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MARR, BG, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET SALVAGE OPERATION 

1. ACCORDING TO PUBLISHED GOVERNMENT PRESS RELEASE, BDG AND USSR 
HAVE SIGNED PROTOCOL EXTENDING SOVIET OPERATION CHITTAGONG PORT 
ANOTHER SIX MONTHS IN ORDER SALVAGE SIX MORE VESSELS AND TO TRAIN 
BENGALEES IN SALVAGE WORK. PROTOCOL SIGNED BY A. SAMAD. 

SECRETARY, MINCOMMUNICATIONS, AND I. ALEKSEEV, LEADER OF SOVIET 
DELEGATION WHICH ARRIVED HERE DECEMBER 13. AT REQUEST OF BDG, 

SOVIETS WILL SALVAGE TWO BARGES AND TWO INLAND CRAFT SUNK IN 1963 
AND TWO BATTY BARGES SUNK WITH Cl SHEETS AFTER INDEPENDENCE. SOVIETS 
WILL ALSO HAND OVER AS "FRIENDLY GRANT" SOME SALVAGE CRAFT AND 
EQUIPMENT. SALVAGE WORK TO BE COMPLETED BY JUNE 30, 1974. 

2. COMMENT: PROTOCOL COVERS FEWER VESSELS AND IS FOR SHORTER 
PERIOD OF TIME THAN HAD BEEN RUMORED. DECONTROL UPON RECEIPT. 
NEWBERRY 
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